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PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE REVISITED trol Shen re we 
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By F.Fischer 


& popular subject these days, sa I 
eople up ta date on it. There are a 
at have collections (organized or not). 
ore individuals requesting copies. Which 
r 3 SINCUS, Cleveland, T/5 
Silicon Valley UG, Capitol Area Group (CATS), The Vancouver 
Sinclair UG (VSUG), The Las Yegas Group, The Kansas City T/5S 
group (KATS), The Indiana ST WG (ISTUG), and many others. Their 
addresses appear below in thid article. > 
TET deshi heho 
These groups have varying policies concerning their dispemsimg—~ 
of this software, nearly all require that you be a member first. 
Flease bear in mind that it’s very time-consuming to make these 
tapes, and that the small fees they charge go to help maintain 
the User Group as a whole. 


Fublic Domain software 
thought I'd try and get 
lot more User Groups 
And there are a lot 
groups, you ask? 


I list all these groups in hopes that they'll all contact each 
gather for swaps. Also, so that individuals will be aware of 
them in case they want to request copies of tapes/disks. If you 
as an individual have a program or two you've written in the 
Past, please consider contributing such software to the 
community. I mention this for several reasons, the most 
important of which revolves around the nature of FD software per 
se. č It has a most unusual property which sets it apart from all 
other commodities in the world. That is, most things are 
diminished with each use, a car, a shirt, a computer. Each time 
yOu use a of these, you wear it out a little, and thereby 
reduce i value in the larger scheme of things. But FD 
software is precisely the opposite., It is generally ENHANCED 
with each use If mot directly due “to people adding features, 
then inairectiy simply by their using it. It cannot be “worn 
aut". It’s a perfectly new item each time it’s loaded into RAM. 
It can be instantly modified to suit specific needs of an 
individual user, yet the original can be perfectly preserved. 
Hence, the more people actually use the program, the more 
likely it is to be enhanced. Also, the more software a given 
User Group has, the more important the entire collection 
becomes. As the collection grows, it attracts more attention and 
use, and there’s more likelihood that trades with other groups 
will take place. This whole thing has a sort of snowballing 
effect. In short, the more the merrier! It's an excellent 
cycle, and the more one can do to encourage such a 
cycle, the better. Everybody wins! 


GROUPS WHICH TRADE IN FD SOFTWARE 
The LIST Group (Long Island Sinclair Timex), Harvey Rait, 5 Feri ie, 


mm OOP 


cos e l 


Lane, Valley Stream, NY 11581 


SINCUS Group, John Colonna, 20 Guilifoyle Ave, Binghamton, NY 
13902X%Silicon Valley Group, Bill Miller, 6675 Clifford Dr, 
Cupeftina,CA& 95014-4530 


Greater Cleveland Group, James Dupuy, 6514 Bradley Aves (Down) 
Farma, OH 44129 


Capitol Area Group (CATS), John Riley, 120 N.Fairlawn Dr, 
Carrolton GA 30117 (It may seem odd that he’s in Georgia, but 
that’s true) 


Vancouver Sinclair Group (VSUG), Rod Humphreys, 2006 Highview Fl 
Fort Moody, British Columbia YZH INS CANADA 


TSUG of Las Vegas, Sven Nilsson, 1003 E. Bonanza Dr, Las Vegas,NV 
89101 


kansas Area T, os) Paul Reynolds, F. 0. Box 17579, Wichita, KS 
87217 


(1stuG ) 
Indiana SPOUP, Frank Davis, 513 E. Main, Feru, IN 46970 


Harrisburg Area (HATS), Dave Bennet, 329 Walton St (Rear) 
Lemoyne, FA 17043 


Milwaukee (SMUG), Ed Pawlowski, 1245 Jefferson St, West Bend, WI 
wees 


Toronto, George Chambers, 14 Richome Ct., Scarborough, Ontario, 
MIE 2Y1 CANADA 


N.E. Florida, John Kuhn, 1707 King St, Jacksonville,FL 32204 
VISTA, Tim Ward, 5142-p een d SW, Tacoma,WA 98439 


Please note: Whenever youri ta ANY T/S User Group (Cand even 
most vendors) always incIù aS.A.S.E. If you expect a 


reply. 7% 


lic Domain library? You 


But doesn’t SNUG have plans for a P 
betcha!@ It is not entirely organize, but we figure we have 
between © and 10 Megabytes of 2068 goftware, 9 over 200 disks of 
CP/M software and assorted QL and/1000 stuff as well. We are 
Primed for major expansion in all categories. At one point we 
hoped to print a substantial portion of the list here in the 
first newsletter, but the list is far too long. We are still 
compiling it in organized form, Qbut if you'd like a copy of the 
rough draft, send a S.A.S.E. @ to SNUG at the usual address. 
Flease specify which computer. 


One big feature we have in the works is a very large 
collection of DEREENS: 9 Current Plans are for 2068 and QL 


format, 0 but 1000 format Cin High-Rez mode) could be added if 
there was enough interest. The QL screens may be color or B/W, 
while the 2068 screens are nearly all B/W. Some are "Clipart" 
type subjects, others are detailed photographs. The range of 
subjects is also quite large. This graphics library will have a 
catalog as well, with reduced reproductions of the screens so 
you can get a better idea besides "CASTLE"... But, as with most 
FD software collections, you unfortunately won't be able to 
order just one screen, but ae keage mung order an entire tape 
disk. 


Orestes new source of files for the SNUG FD Library is what we 
call: “Operation Import". Flease see related article on this 
subject. 


As anyone who's done it knows, making lots of Cassette tapes 
is VERY time consuning. We hope to use some of the economies of 
scale that a large User Group provides and construct a circuit 
to ease this task. We'd like to be able to record many (say, 
10) cassettes at the same time, either from an original cassette 
or a 2068 output. This will use a separate amplifier and "signal 
Clipper" (like winky board) for each cassette being recorded. If 
anyone could help us design such a system, please let us know. 


TIMEX PUBLIC DOMAIN GROWS 


Through the efforts of the SNUG Fublic Domain Library 
Committee, several software authors have been approached and 
they have agreeed to release their software to the public 
domain. Charles Stelding has released his Desk Top Publisher for 
the TS-2068. Robert Fingerle has released his Textwriter Word 
Frocessor series of software. Kurt Casby announced that his 
software which includes LOADER V and CASBOARD BRS would be 
released as shareware. 


Lastly, the following message was posted on Compuserve by Stan 
Lemke on the fifteenth of Aprils 


So: #Fublic Domain SW 
Fm: Stan Lemke 73267,1322 
Tos All 

Due to the almost total void of interest in desktop Publishing 
Software for the TS-2068 over the past 9 months, Lemke Software 
Development is no longer in business. Any and all TS-2068 
software created by me is to be regarded as PUBLIC DOMAIN. This 
includes the Pixel Print Desktop Publisher series (FLUS! and 
PROFESSIONAL)! (Note, this DOES NOT include any of the FONT, 
ICON, DESIGNER MASTHEAD, CALENDAR, etc. support products 
developed by other people. I am mailing special tapes to many 
Prominent User Group across the country to speed the 
distribution process... each tape contains about 40 minutes of 
Program and documentation files. There are 3 different tapes 
availabl 
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e contains about 40 minutes of ean a a tee 
here are 3 different tapes avai e from me directly if you 
woul ike a copy now: 1) PIXEL FRINT PLUS! is the basic program 
tape and does not require any extra memory. It is written for 
CASSETTE, but since all LOAD/SAVEs are in BASIC, conversion to 
any system is pretty easy. ~--~2) CASSETTE VERSION PROFESSIONAL. 
This needs a BSE expansion cartr idge. LOADS/SAVES are in BASIC, 
conversion to other systems is also relatively easy. This tape 
also includes the TASWORD to DTF file conversion program and the 

16 FOINT FONT designer. =I) AERCO VERSION FIXEL FRINT 
PROFESSIONAL. This version is LOADED... All programs are AERCO 
DISK ready, in fact it AUTO-LOADS to DISK! This package 
includes: the DTF program, Print a Doc in draft and NL@ modes, 
PRINT a PAGE in draft and NLO modes, (both have twin 32 column 
and 64 column page formatting), the TASWORD CONVERSION program, 
Customizer program, the TASWORD II (BASIC only -- set up for the 
DTE == you must supply your own TASWORD CODE to make it 
work...3. This is what I use ALL the TIME! A complete DTF system 
tied to a common Boot menu... you never have to BREAK or LOAD a 
program! 


Well, with all that, you'd think there would be some 
interest... T 


ar Damain DTF tapes are available for a very limited time 
from me, after that, write to the ‘bigger user groups’. To get 
your copy, send $10 and a new 970 minute cassette tape to me... 
and I’1ll make you a copy. 


OFERATION IMPORT 
By F.Fischer 


Operation Import seeks to convert vast amounts of Public 
Domain software from other computer types over to formats 
appropriate to Sinclair users. What type of files? BASIC 
programs are probably the mast obvious choice. But don’t forget 
graphics files, text files, PASCAL files, "C" files, and 
Possibly even Machine Code (Z80 & 68000). These conversions will 
nat solely benefit SNUG members. This code is Public Domain, it 
belongs to everyone. It is SNUG‘s objective to help all 
Sinclair users with this project. 


How do we plan to proceed with Operation Import? The first 
step is collection of the source code. There is tons available, 
from Apple, Atari, Commodore, CP/M, MS-DOS, TRS-80, etc. The 
easiest way to get it is to download it directly into a 
Sinclair machine. But Commodore BASIC uses keywords, like 
Sinclair (wonder where they got THAT idea? ). Also, some files 
are bigger than a typical 2048 buffer size. To solve the latter 
Problem, a QL can be used or the new LARKEN terminal program 


which downloads directly to disk. CF/M terminal programs all do 
this as well. The LARKEN system is limited to a 100K file, but 
CFE/M or QL can fill the entire disk or ram disk with a single 
file. But the Commodore keyword problem may be solved by simply 
listing the program to a Commodore printer (I’ve used the Apple 
II's at school for this in the past). Many BASIC programs are 
simply ASCII text files and can be printedon any computer. 

Other sources of files might be to xerox listings out of 
computer magazines or going so far as to join a Brand X user 
group and getting some of their PD disks. 


SNUG plans to maintain a file of these listings so that anyone 
interested in working on such projects has a good selection of 
Programs to choose from. We are also working on conversion 
charts to help convert the various BASICS to their Sinclair 
counterparts. But as Michael Carver pointed out in a recent 
edition of Time Designs, simply importing a Micosoft BASIC file 
into a QL, is not sufficient. He insists you may need a Manual 
for both versions of BASIC. We hope to keep track of all this 
information, i.@. which conversions are easier than others, what 
tricks have been developed in the past, etc. A manual for each 
conversion to be developed, revised and updated as we get new 
info. Our first goal is to make good conversion charts between 
the various Sinclair computers: ZxX81, Spectrum/2068, QL, Z88. We 
feel this is an important first step. We're also putting out a 
call for listings; any BASIC listing for virtually any computer. 

It is best if you can include the article and/or instructions 
that came with it, and to cite the original source. (This last 
in case we can’t read your xerox or have to follow up looking 
for bug reports, Etc. 


For example, you may be at a garage sale and spot a stack of 3 
yr. Old COMPUTE magazines. Or you may elect to go to your local 
library and xerox some. Try to use your natural "Timexer 
instincts” and do it on the cheap. Sometimes people will GIVE 
you those old magazines, happy to be rid of them. 


Tf you would like to see a specific chart given Prioity, drop 
us a postcard and let us know. We can’t guarantee your request 
Will be fulfilled right away, but at least we'll have a better 
idea where the members stand. Our general approach is to choose 

Popular combinations, and thereby help the largest numbers of 
people. For example, in the US, many GL users also use the 
2968, and may wish to convert some of their own programs over. 
Conversly, a 2068 user may see published GL listings they might 
like to try. We have many people in our community conversant in 
both dialects of BASIC. Hence, our first prioity is a chart 
between these two. (Actually two charts, since they are twa 
rather different processes). 


This is another example of a project that SNUG can address as 
a group where everybody can contribute and everybody wins. 


This is another example of a project that SNUG can address as 


a group 


where everybody can contribute and everybody wins. 


